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|ldentify and treat a garden mole problem

Lawn and garden enthusiasts often must
address unforeseen issues when tending
to their lawns. Weeds can be a blight, and
drought can compromise the look and in-
tegrity of a lawn.

Another, more deceptive potential
adversary is moles. After a spring and
summer spent tending to their gardens, no
homeowner wants to have their hard work
compromised by moles.

“The Old Farmer’s Almanac” says that
moles are ground-dwelling insectivores that
feast on insects in the soil. Moles grow to
beroughly six to eight inches long and have
gray or black, velvety fur. Their snouts are
slender and hairless, and they have very
small eyes and ears. Their large front feet
have long claws that scoop dirt out of the
way like a garden hoe.

Even though moles are more likely to
snack on grubs, worms and beetles than
plants, they damage gardens and lawns
because of their underground tunneling
behavior. Moles make subterranean chan-
nels throughout the yard in search of food.
Some of the telltale signs include sprouted
mounds of displaced soil, holes and raised

burrows and hills. Tunneling can separate
roots fromsoil, eventually killing vegetation
in the process, according to the home and
garden experts at BobVila.com.

There are various ways to address mole
problems in a lawn or garden. Some profes-
sionals may recommend fumigants, home
remedies and repellents. But these methods
arenotalways effective, according to Better
Homes & Gardens. Using insecticides can
rid the lawn of some of the foods that moles
dine upon, ultimately discouraging them
from coming onto a property. However,
many experts agree that trapping is the only
reliable means of stopping these creatures.

Homeowners can trap moles humanely
by catching the moleinthe act. Thisinvolves
waiting for a mole to start channeling, then
using two shovels to block egress on either
side ofits path. The mole can be removed to
a box and relocated. There also are various
mole and gopher traps available for sale
that operate with spring-loaded snares. In-
dividuals should check if trapping moles is
legal where they live. For more information
regarding moles, visit www.almanac.com
or www.bobvila.com.
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How to help your flowers
withstand heat waves

Heat waves are an inevitable part of
summer in many places across the globe.
While humans can escape indoors to air
conditioned rooms when heat waves hit full
swing, flowers planted around a property
have no such luxury, putting their survival
in jeopardy whenever the mercury rises to
especially steamy heights.

Wilted flowers that have succumbed to
the summer sun are a sight many garden-
ing enthusiasts can recognize. But there are
ways to keep flowers safe and vibrant during
periods of extreme heat.

 Water at the appropriate times of day.
The National Gardening Association notes
that it’s best to water in the early morning
and evening because less water will be lost
to evaporation during these times of day than
during the afternoon, when temperatures
tend to be at their hottest.

* Choose the right watering method.
It’s not just when but also how you water
that can affect flowers during summer heat
waves. Aboveground sprinklers might be
great for lawns, but the NGA notes that
such sprinklers can encourage the spread
of disease on certain plants, including roses.
Many gardening professionals recommend
soakerhoses when watering flowers because
they promote deep watering that can help
the plants withstand the summer heat. If you

must use an overheard watering system, set
the timer so plants are watered in early in
the morning or evening.

* Routinely check the soil moisture. Soil
moisture can help gardeners determine if
theirflowers have enough water to withstand
the heat. The NGA advises gardeners to dig
a 12-inch deep wedge of soil from their
gardens to determine its moisture levels. If
the top six inches of the soil is dry, water.
If that area is still wet or moist, the plants
have enough moisture to withstand the heat.
Check these moisture levels more frequently
during heat waves than other times of year.

* Avoid overwatering. Novice gardeners
may be tempted to water more frequently
when they see wilted leaves on their flow-
ers. But wilted leaves are not necessarily
indicative of suffering plants. Plants release
moisture to protect themselves from exces-
sive heat, and that release of moisture can
cause leaves to wilt as the plants try to
protect themselves by providing less sur-
face area that can be exposed to the sun. So
long as soil moisture levels are healthy, the
flowers should be fine, even if their leaves
have wilted.

No gardener wants to see their flowers
succumb to the summer heat. Fortunately,
there are many ways to help flowers survive
heat waves.

BATTERIES - SPARK PLUGS - BELTS - FILTERS
FLUIDS ‘TOWING - AND MORE!
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How tree
services can
protect your

property

Cold weather can take its toll on a
property, especially in regions of the world
where winters are harsh. Most parts of the
landscape are vulnerable to damage from
winter storms, but trees may be especially
susceptible. By the end of winter, many
homeowners wonder if their trees would
benefit from some professional TLC.

Tree services provide a host of services.
While fall is a popular time to remove trees
from a property, doing so in spring is not
unheard of, especially if trees were affected
by winter storms and now pose a threat to

See Tree service, Page 58
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How to protect your
yard from deer

With more than 60 different species of deer worldwide, there’s a good chance indi-
viduals will have some sort of interaction with these majestic animals at one point during
their lifetimes.

Deer, which live on all continents except Antarctica, can survive in everything from
mountainous areas to wet rainforests to suburban neighborhoods. These herbivores are
voracious eaters that will search far and wide for their meals. Home landscapes tend to
be easy pickings for foraging deer.

Many people are excited to see deer in their neighborhoods and yards because they
can be such graceful creatures to behold. However, once deer start to munch on orna-
mental trees, annuals and flowering shrubs, the novelty of these animals may wear off.
Furthermore, deer also can be covered in ticks that spread illnesses like Lyme disease.
Here are some tips to keep deer at bay.

* Avoid tasty morsels. Deer like English ivy, lettuces, impatiens, pansies, and hostas.
Fruit trees also are targets. Choose other plants to grow, and wait until after early spring,
when deer aren’t as concerned with regaining weight lost during the winter, to get them
in the ground.

* Use fishing line to deter deer. Put a few stakes in the ground and then run fishing line
at a height of about three feet. Deer can sense movement but do not have keen vision.
As the deer approach your garden, they’ll brush against the “invisible” fishing line and
then get spooked off.

* Plant plants that produce strong aromas. The experts at Good Housekeeping suggest
planting lavender and marigolds, which emit strong aromas. Deer will be reluctant to
walk through because the smell can interfere with their ability to find food and assess
their environment via their sense of smell.

* Stock up on soap. The tallow in soap helps keep deer away, according to the Uni-
versity of Vermont Extension Department of Plant and Soil Science. Scented soaps like
Irish Spring may be especially good at warding off deer.

* Plant in levels. Raised beds and sunken gardens can discourage deer from coming
into the yard because they aren’t avid climbers, offers the home and garden resource
This Old House.

» Employ harmless scare tactics. Deer are skittish, and any unfamiliar movement or
sound may scare them away. Cans hung from strings, sundials and lights can keep them
at bay.

Deer will seek out an easy meal, but homeowners can take steps to safeguard their
trees, flowers and shrubs.

Tree service ® frompage 4B

a home and the people who live inside it.

Homeowners considering tree services
can explore the following ways that some
professional arbor attention can protect them
and their homes.

* Tree services can help protect a home’s
foundation. Old trees that stretch well into
the sky can be captivating, but they also can
pose a threat to a home’s foundation. Such
trees may have especially large root zones
thatmay extend beneath walkways and even
a home. In the latter instance, foundations
may crack as roots try to stake their claim to
the ground beneathahome. According tothe
home improvementresource HomeAdvisor,
homeowners pay an average of just over
$4,000 to repair foundation issues, though
major problems can cost considerably more
than that. A professional tree service can
remove aging trees that might be beautiful
and awe-inspiring but still pose a threat to
a home and the areas surrounding it.

* Tree services can improve visibility.
Trees that have aged a bit since their last
trimming might affect the view of a property
from inside a home. Overgrown branches
can compromiseresidents’ability to see and
experience the natural beauty just outside
their windows. The average homeowner
may be able to trim short trees on his or her

BLAND, MO

HAULING - DOZER - EXCAVATING - BACKHOE - HIGHLIFT - BOB CAT
v Hauling Topsoil « Fill Dirt ¢ Creek Gravel ¢ Screened Gravel
v’ White Rock v Residential 4 Commercial ¢ Farm v Mulch
v Driveways ¢ Basements Dug v and More.

Trackhoe and Rock/Goncrete Breaker Work

own, but if views from the second floor of
a home or higher have been compromised,
it’s much safer to call a professional tree
service. Such services have the right tools
and experienced personnel necessary to
safely trim high branches on tall trees.

* Tree services can help prevent future
damage. Even if trees made it through a
recent winter unscathed, that’s no guarantee
next winter or even the coming seasons of
spring, summer and fall won’t ultimately
prove their undoing. Travelers Insurance
notes that weather-related roof damage, in-
cluding damage resulting from falling limbs
andbranches weighed down by snow during
the winter months, accounted for more than
half of all Travelers property loss claims
between 2009 and 2016. According to BNC
Insurance and Risk Advisors, homeowners
may be liable if a tree they knew posed a
threat falls onto a passerby or a neighbor’s
property and causes damage or injury. Hav-
ing all trees properly trimmed each year, but
especially those that can fall on your home
and your neighbors’ homes, may prevent
future damage and legal issues.

Tree services can ensure trees main-
tain their awe-inspiring beauty and help
homeowners protect their homes and their
belongings.
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Improving a
home’s curb
appeal

(MS) — An attractive front entrance area gives a home
curb appeal that invites both guests and potential home buy-
ers. Upgrading ahome’s exterior can be as simple as painting
or as complex as installing new windows or adding a patio.

Inspiration for a curb appeal “makeover” that reflects
the owner’s budget and decorating choices are easy to find
online. Stop by the nearest Woodcraft store for tools and
supplies, along with helpful advice from the staff, or visit
Woodcraft.com to shop and read how-to blogs and articles.

One of the easiest and quickest ways to boost curb ap-
peal is to paint (and repair if needed) a home’s front door,
molding and trim. Painting garage doors, porches, shutters,
doorsteps, flower boxes, furniture, mailboxes/stands, and
window trim are other potential projects, as is changing the
front door hardware.

See Curb appeal, Page 78
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For front door and shutter painting in-
spiration, visit these informational blogs
on Woodcraft.com: Front Door Klein Blue
Redo (http://bit.ly/2zSVV9J) and To Thine
Own Self Be Blue (http://bit.ly/2EkUsvR).

Repair & Paint

Woodcraft offers these products and ideas
for more repairing and painting.

* General Finishes Milk Paint is a pre-
mium interior/exterior mineral-based paint
premixed in more than two dozen colors. It
is so durable it does not require a topcoat.

power cutting, accurate filing, scraping,
cleaning and polishing, and more, consider
the Fein MultiMaster Start Q with a pinless
Starlock mounting system and easy snap-in
accessories.

* Take SawStop safety, quality and preci-
sion directly to your project work area when
you choose the portable SawStop Jobsite
Saw with Cart.

To learn more about these and other
products, stop in your local Woodcraft
store, call (800) 535-4482 or visit www.
woodcraft.com.
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Jay Jones, Owner
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However, Woodcraft Product Development
Manager Kent Harpool suggests using
General Finishes Exterior 450 as a sealer
for exterior uses. The 450 is fortified with
UV absorbers to stabilize the finish and
built-in mildewcide to retard mold and
mildew growth.

* Krud Kutter TSP Substitute will clean
and degloss almost any surface prior to
painting so that paint adheres better.

* System Three Sculpwood Epoxy Putty
is a two-part epoxy putty that can be used
indoors or out. Mold it, shape it or use it
to repair carvings, antique picture frames
or even windowsills. Be sure to add a coat
of General Finishes Exterior 450 to seal
your work.

* Titebond III Ultimate Wood Glue is
waterproof, yet it cleans up with water.
It allows eight minutes of open assembly
time and offers an application temperature
as low as 47 F.

* HOMERIGHT Super Finish Max and
Finish Max Fine Finish HVLP Sprayers
spray most solvent or water-based prod-
ucts — latex paint, milk paint, chalk paint,
furniture paint, stains, and finishes. The
Finish Max is ideal for small- to medium-
sized projects, while the Super Finish Max
is more powerful and covers a wider range
of projects and thicker paints and varnishes
with less thinning required.

* HOMERIGHT Spray Shelters are good

10934 Maries County Road | Vienna, Mo 65582

REAL RELIABLE

STIHL TRIMMERS

FS 38 GRASS TRIMMER $1

for furniture projects (large shelter), as well FS 38 BGA 56 MS 170
as smaller accessories (small shelter). Includes AK 20 Battery
“L and AL 101 Charger.
(i
Remove, Replace & Build : />
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stand, or flower containers; and adding or VERY RELIABLE."- TOLBERT - JERRVAT

expanding a patio area/porch require a large
investment of time and money. Look for
these products to help with these replace-
ment and building projects.

S 5k kA K e— 815999
"IT STARTS EASILY AND

RUNS GREAT." - DICK44

2 8.8 8.2 ¢ —313999
"POWERFUL AND

LIGHTWEIGHT." - KEVIN2376
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* Lightweight and quiet, yet easily por- b ROSE_!bud Tractor —
table, the Rolair ABS Air Buddy, 12 HP & Equipment Company [,
Compressor is a durable companion for O

RB 200 241 HWY 50

your weekend projects.

* Use the GREX Green Buddy 18-gauge,
2” Brad Nailer for trim and moldings, light
wood assembly, window beading, scribe
molding, and door and window casings.

* For precision sawing, efficient sanding,

Rosebud, MO 63091
573-764-3393

’Bossnun TRACTQR

www.RosebudTractor.com

548ges

All prices are DSRP at participating dealers while supplies last. 'The actual listed guide bar length

may vary from the effective cutting length based on which powerhead it is installed on. Check out
these reviews and others on the product pages at STIHLdealers.com. ® 2019 STIHL
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MU Extension Master Gardeners volunteer efforts feed the hungry

COLUMBIA, Mo. — They say it takes a
village to raise a child. A village of Univer-
sity of Missouri Extension Master Gardener
volunteers grow gardens to help feed the
hungry and homeless across the state.

Lastyear, volunteers for the Laura Miller
George Help Center of Mexico, Mo., gar-
dened and grew for the local food pantry and
the homeless people who lived in a nearby
wooded area. A USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service grant helped make
the 3-acre garden and greenhouses possible.

Along with the NRCS grant came strong
community support. Local FFA students
raised plants in a greenhouse. Callaway
Fields garden center and Orscheln Farm
& Home donated plants and seed. Master
Gardeners sorted bulk seed into smaller
packets to give to families at the food bank
and to plant in the community garden.

Students from the area technical school
built eight wheelchair-accessible raised
beds. “The raised beds give gardeners with
back and knee problems the opportunity to
garden long after their backs and knees have
worn out,” says Jan Kendall, who served as
garden coordinator last year.

MU Extension nutrition program as-
sociates Jolene Rodgers and Sarah Geist,
Help Center and Career Center volunteers,
local church members, and MU Extension
Master Gardeners donated an abundance
of tomatoes, okra, peppers, green beans
and mustard greens to the Help Center’s
food pantry.

InKansas City, Master Gardeners provide
horticulture and volunteer services at an
urban garden at 18th Street and Broadway.
The garden began in 2010 as an urban
sustainability project of DST Systems, an
information technology services company
based in Kansas City. Greater Kansas City
Master Gardeners manage the top level of
garden beds. They grow flowers, vegetables
and herbs to donate to the Harvesters Com-
munity Food Network for distribution to
area food banks.

Volunteer teams fromnearby engineering
and architectural firms, banks, and medical
centers adopted the remaining 81 gardens,
says Cathy Bylinowski, MU Extension
horticulture educator in Blue Springs. She
guides the garden efforts of volunteers from
seed to harvest.

Garden produce adds flavor and nutrition
to meals. It also helps food stamp dollars go
farther. Just as important, volunteers help
build community connections by bring-
ing food pantry clients together with local
volunteers, says Bill McKelvey, project
coordinatorof MU’s Interdisciplinary Center
for Food Security.

During National Volunteer Week, April
7-13, the motto is “shining a light on the

See Feed the hungry, Page 98
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MU EXTENSION nutrition program associate Jolene Rodgers, MU Extension Master Gardeners and community volunteers grow

vegetables that are given to food pantry clients.
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people and causes that
inspire us to serve.”

MU Extension horti-
culturist David Trinklein
says, “I can think of few
applications of the Mas-
ter Gardener program
more beneficial than
assisting those in need
to grow their own food.”

Trinklein says that
in 2018, Missouri’s 53
Master Gardener chap-
ters reported 164,788
volunteer hours valued
at $3.98 million as they
fulfilled the program’s
mission of “helping oth-
ers learn to grow.”

To learn more about
National Volunteer
Week, go to www.point-
soflight.org/mvw. Learn
more about the Mis- - ' :
souri Master Gardener ~ MASTER GARDENER volunteerteam leader Connie Riddle
programatmg.missouri.  is one of the volunteers who help with demonstration gar-
edu. dens at 18th Street and Broadway in downtown Kansas City.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CATHERINE BYLINOWSKI.
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Outdoor improvements that boost home value

Whether home improvement projects are
design to improve the interior or exterior of a
house, focusing on renovations that make the
most financial sense can benefit homeowners
in the long run. The right renovations can be
assets if and when homeowners decide to sell
their homes.

So how does one get started? First and fore-
most, speak to a local real estate agent who is
knowledgeable about trends in the community.
While a swimming pool may be something cov-
eted in one area, it may impede sales in another.
It also helps to study generalized trends and
data from various home improvement industry
analysts to guide upcoming projects.

The following outdoor projects are just a few
renovations that tend to add value.

» Fire pit: A fire pit is a great place to gather
most months of the year. Bob Vilaand CBS news
report that a fire pit realizes a 78 percent return
on investment, or ROI.

* Outdoor kitchen: Many buyers are looking
to utilize their yards as an extension of interior
living areas. Cooking, dining and even watching
TV outdoors is increasingly popular. Outdoor
living areas can be custom designed and built. In
addition, prefabricated modular units thatrequire
amuch smaller commitment of time and money

are available.

* Patio: Homeowners who donotalready have
a patio will find that adding one can increase a
home’s value. Patios help a home look neat, add
useable space and may help ahometo sell quickly.
The experts at Space Wise, a division of Extra
Space Storage, say that refinishing, repairing and
building a new patio offers strong ROI.

* Deck: Deck can be as valuable as patios. A
deck is another outdoor space that can be used
for entertaining, dining and more. Remodeling
magazine’s2018 “Costvs. Value” reportindicates
that an $11,000 deck can add about $9,000 in
resale value to the home, recouping around 82
percent of the project’s costs.

* Door update: Improve curb appeal with a
new, high-end front door and garage doors. If
that’s too expensive, a good cleaning and new
coat of paint can make an old door look brand
new. These easy fixes can improve a home’s
look instantly.

» New landscaping: The National Associa-
tion of Realtors says an outdoor makeover that
includes well-thought out landscaping can net
105 percent ROL Installing a walkway, adding
stone planters, mulching, and planting shrubs
are ideas to consider.

Many different outdoor projects can add value
to a home.

We've been providing contractors and residential clients with custom concrete solutions for over 50 years, so
you can rely on us for the right mix of quality, value and excellent service through every phase of your project.
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During the early and oftentimes rain-
drenched days of spring, it can seem like there
may never be atime when plants will struggle
to get their share of water. But drought can
affectany area, and arid climates in particular.
Ensuring gardens can survive drought takes
patience and forethought.

Drought can be particularly troubling for
avid gardeners because it can wreak havoc
on lawns and gardens. In addition to causing
changesinthephysical appearance, including
wilted, dried out leaves and stalks, drought
canweakenthe integrity of plants. Thismakes
plants more susceptible to disease and attacks
from plant-preying insects, according to
Better Homes & Gardens. In addition, it can
take years for plants torecover from drought.

So what can gardeners do? While they
may not be able to prevent damage to plants
from drought, gardeners are not helpless.

» Water well infrequently. Get plants used
to a thorough watering every week or every
other week. This will help develop strong,
deep roots rather than shallow ones that will
need frequent watering to thrive.

* Choose drought-tolerant plants. Home-
owners can work with garden centers and
landscape professionals to create gardens

Did you
know?

Hiring a landscape architect may be a
smartmove forhomeowners who are plan-
ning major overhauls of their properties.
“The Operational Outlook Handbook”
defines a landscape architect as “a person
who designs parks, outdoor spaces of
campuses, recreational facilities, private
homes, and other open areas.” Landscape
architects typically must be licensed and
many hold degrees in landscape architec-
ture from accredited schools. Architects
who work onresidential spaces often work
withhomeowners to design gardens, plant-
ings, stormwater management, and pools.
Landscape architects design spaces to do
more than merely look good. Designs also
are about functionality and meeting the
needs of the homeowner. Outdoor spaces
are designed after considering what the
homeowner wants to experience and how
homeowners want to use a given space.
Landscape architects often do not plant
and maintain these spaces. Rather, archi-
tects collaborate with other landscaping
professionals to produce the final results.

Gardening during a drought

thatare full of water-wise plants and flowers.
Some examples of plants that can survive
with minimal water include the blanket
flower, Spanish lavender, euphorbia rigida,
and kangaroo paw.

* Apply a layer of mulch. Mulch can
protect delicate plants and the rest of the
landscape by reducing the evaporation of'soil
moisture. Mulch will keep soil cool and moist.

« Skip the fertilizer. Since fertilizers en-
courage plant growth, it’s best to skip them
during drought, as growing plants require
extra water.

e Invest in rain barrels. When it rains,
maximize the amount of water that can be
collected by connectingrain barrels to down-
spouts on the house. This water can be used
to water gardens when dry weather returns.

 Use organic materials. Amend the soil
with organic materials, like compost. The
Grow Network advises that light, fluffy soils
with air pockets in between the soil particles
route water efficiently during floods and
retain moisture for plants. Therefore, such
soils can perform very well during drought.

Gardens can survive drought with simple
actions and smart planting.

Residential, Commercial
& Agricultural

Level, Squane and
Stwaight is top puiouiy

913-649-6942
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During the cold months of winter, many people stare long-
ingly out of the window dreaming of spring and time spent
outdoors. For those with green thumbs, images of tending
to the garden and other aspects of their landscapes no doubt
dominate such daydreams.

Draw inspiration from those budding crocuses and daf-
fodils pushing through the last remnants of snow and employ

See Landscaping tips, Page 15B
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Landscaping tips ® frompage 14B

these tips to prepare for the upcoming
gardening season.

* One of the first steps is to apply a
preemergent weed killer to get a head start
knocking out weeds that can plague the
lawn during the growing season. Killing
weeds at the roots early on can mean far
fewer hassles in spring and summer, and
may preventnew generations of weeds from
cropping up each year.

» While it may be tempting to take a pre-
maturely warm day as a sign that spring is in
full force and purchase a bunch of annuals,
it’s better to know the last of the possible
frostdates (check “The Farmer’s Almanac™);
otherwise, you may waste time and money
planting flowers or vegetables only to have
them zapped by another frosty day.

* Amend the soil so that it is the right
consistency — just crumbling when lifting
it. Soil that is too muddy after spring thaw
can harden, making it difficult for plants to
flourish later on. Speak with representatives
atalocal lawn and garden center about which
types of amendments you can add to the soil
in your particular area to enrich it.

* Lawn and garden experts at The Home
Depotsuggestfilling in bare patches of lawn
now by mixing a few shovelfuls of soil with
grass seed. Then apply this patch to the bare
areas, water, and continue to care for the
area until the spot fills in.

* Spend a day in the garage or shed tend-
ing to the lawn mower and other gardening
equipment. Clean all tools and ensure that
everything works, repairing parts asneeded.

* Give outdoor entertaining spaces a

Did you know?

When tending to their lawns, homeown-
ers are advised to pay attention to areas that
may feature standing water. According to
the World Health Organization, standing
water is a breeding ground for mosquitoes,
which can breed in great numbers in pools
of water. Mosquitoes are known to carry
diseases like malaria, West Nile virus and
Zika. Furthermore, mosquitoes thatbite pets
can transmit heartworms, a serious problem
ifgoneitgoes undiscovered. Standing water
also can be a haven for bacteria, mold and
parasites thatare dangerous to human health.
If standing, stagnant water is a problem in
your yard, remediation is necessary. Di-
recting downspouts away from the house
can remediate standing water. Changing
the grading of soil so that low spots are
elevated is another way to reduce instances
of standing water. This may be a project
that requires the assistance of a drainage
professional. In addition, homeowners can
remove standing water from empty flower
pots, pool covers, bird baths, and more to
reduce the likelihood that mosquitoes will
appear on their properties.

good scrubbing, clearing away dirt and
grime that may have accumulated over the
winter. Use a leaf blower to blow away any
leftover leaves.

* Check if the front porch, railings or

decking need painting and/or staining.
Tackle these projects when the weather is
cooler so everything will be ready for those
peak spring days.

* Think about any annuals you might
want to plant in the landscape this year that
will complement any existing shrubbery or

perennials. Come up with a theme so that
the entire yard is cohesive.

Before homeowners know it, winter is
gone and it is time to once again enjoy long
days spent outdoors. Get a jump start on
spring lawn prep as soon as you can.

-

Step up to the ultimate all-around
mowing experience

v Next-level comfort

v Superior speed and control

v Best-in-class cut quality**

v Enhanced strength and durability

- Tubular steel frame for enhanced
durability; maintenance-free spindles

» Quick knob-adjust lap bars; ergonomic
soft-touch rubber overmolded hand
grips

« Premier Kohler and Kawasaki V-Twin OHV
engines

« Strongest warranty in its class***

UL T/M i LIMITED WARRANTY

3-year unlimited hours warranty and limited lifetime
warranty on frame and fabricated deck shell***
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42" Stamped Deck LED Headlight, Floor Mat, Ergo Grips, Removable Floor Pan
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ZT154 | 24 HP Twin Kohler KT7000 Dual EZT 2200, Premium Seat, Front Tires: 11”x6"-5" Rear Tires: 20"x10"-8 $3,099
54" AeroForce Fabricated Deck LED Headlight, Floor Mat, Ergo Grips, Removable Floor Pan
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Suggestions when shopping for fencing

Fences can improve functionality of a yard and provide extra
security and privacy. Some fences are decorative while others are
functional. Families with children and/or companion animals also
may find fencing is a necessity to keep everyone safe and corralled.

With a vast array of fencing materials available, homeowners
may find it challenging to decide which material is right for their
properties. The following breakdown can help homeowners learn
more about fencing and potentially point them in the right direction
regarding which material to choose for their properties.

Budget

Budget is one of the first considerations many homeowners
have when installing fencing. Pricing will affect whether one can
afford a chain link fence (one of the most budget-friendly options),
wrought iron or ornate wood (more expensive). Pricing out several
different types of fences will give homeowners an idea of which
material fits into their budgets.

Purpose

Homeowners install fencing for various reasons. If a fence is
an ornamental way to delineate property lines, a picket fence or a
post-and-rail fence are simple options that can lend a homey feel
to a property. These types of fences also can enhance and frame
landscaping elements, such as gardens.

Inmany area, laws require homeowners to install fencing around
swimming pools. In such instances, chain link fencing that does
not obstruct views of the pool might be the best choice. If security

or privacy is the main desire, tall fences that make it difficult for
neighbors to see into the yard may make an ideal choice.
Restrictions

It is important to understand local regulations before installing
fencing. Communities governed by homeowners’ associations
may have rules in place that dictate the type of fences that can be
installed. Townships and other municipalities may have their own
rules concerning fence type, property borders, fence height, and
other factors that will have to be adhered to so that fencing will
meet code. If such rules are not following fines may be imposed
and the fence may have to be removed. Homeowners also may need
permits to install fencing, whether they are hiring a contractor or
doing the work themselves.

Maintenance

Consumerresource Angie’s Listadvises homeowners to consider
maintenance before choosing a fencing material. Wooden fencing
requires the most maintenance due to painting and staining. Alu-
minum or vinyl fencing requires less maintenance, but it can be
harder to repair isolated damage or replace pickets, if necessary. In
some instances, the entire fence may have to be replaced.

Homeowners install fencing for many different reasons. Con-
sidering price, budget, purpose, and maintenance before making
a decision regarding fencing can help homeowners make the best
decision possible.

Avoid
invasive
plant species

Intuition may suggest all plants that
provide habitats for wildlife and produce
oxygen for the atmosphere are good no
matter where they are planted. However,
non-native plant species that are intro-
duced into areas across North Americacan
pose significant threats to an ecosystem.

Foreign plants can wreak havoc on
native plant species and agricultural in-
dustries. Scores of plants are aggressively
invading certain areas of the country.
Invasive species are introduced largely
due to human action, such as planting
non-native plants. Plants also may be
introduced through boating and fishing.
Wind and rain may introduce non-native
plants to a particular region, while some
plants are introduced through animals.

The organization PlayCleanGo.org
says that not all non-native plants are
harmful and some can be beneficial.
But non-native plants that take over and
cause severe damage in areas outside of
their normal range are considered to be
invasive, and efforts mustbe made to keep
invasives under control.

Gaining awareness of the pathways
through which invasives spread can help
peopleavoid introducing invasive species.
Some invasive plants are very attractive
and they may be for sale at some garden
centers, but such plants should be avoided
for the benefit of local ecosystems. In
addition, weeds and seeds can be hid-
den in potting mixes or lawn and garden
products and essentially sneak their way
into regions where they do not belong.

Homeowners who learn to recognize
invasive species can decrease their risk
of introducing such plants to their prop-
erties. The following are some common
invasive species:

* Garlic mustard

* Mayweed

* Norway maple

* Yellow rocket

* Australian pine

* Oxeye daisy

* Bermuda grass

* Ground ivy

* Chinese privet

* Cotton thistle

* Purple loosestrife

* Japanese honeysuckle

* English ivy

* Kudzu

* Autumn olive

* Paper mulberry

People can learn more about invasive
species by speaking with lawn and garden
professionals.
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Potential culprits
behind thinning grass

Thick grass is often a hallmark of a healthy lawn. If grass begins
to thin, homeowners may feel as though all the time and effort they
spent tending to their lawns was for naught.

Thinning grass can be caused by any number of things. And
while it might take a little effort to address, thinning grass can be
treated if homeowners correctly identify that cause of the problem.

Leaf spot

The Center for Agriculture, Food and the Environment at the
University of Massachusetts Amherst notes that leaf spot diseases
affect both cool- and warm-season turfgrasses. Various fungi can
cause leaf spot. Symptoms and the timing of the appearance of leaf
spot will vary depending on which fungi is causing the problem. For
example, bipolaris sorokiniana, which affects grasses in warm, wet
summer months, produces small spots that are dark purple to black.
Dreschslera poae is another fungi that causes leaf spot, and it also
produces dark purple to black spots. However, it tends to appear in
the spring when the weather is cool and moist. Understanding the
different fungi and when they typically strike can help homeown-
ers identify what is causing their grass to thin. In such situations,
professional landscapers can be invaluable resources as well.

Stripe smut

The University of Maryland Extension notes that stripe smut
primarily poses a threat to Kentucky bluegrass that is older than
three years. Pale green streaks that run parallel to the veins in the
leaves and leaf sheaths are symptomatic of stripe smut, which
tends to be noticed in spring and fall, when weather is cool. As
the disease progresses, stripes turn black or a silvery gray, causing
the leaf blade to shred and curl. After the blades have shred, they
turn brown and die. The grass thins because stripe smut makes it
vulnerable to problems like drought.

Ascochyta leaf blight

Lawns suffering from ascochyta leaf blight will become straw-
colored. According to the lawn care and pesticide experts at Ortho®,
when a lawn is affected by ascochyta leaf blight, its healthy grass
blades will be mixed in with diseased grass blades. Most prevalent
in the spring, this disease can affect grass at any time during the
growing season. That’s because the ascochyta fungi invade leaf
blades through wounds, such as those that can result from mowing.
Ortho® notes that dull lawn mowers can contribute to the disease,
which might disappear on its own and can even return after it’s
seemingly been cured.

Various issues can cause grass blades to thin. Working with a
landscape professional is a great way to combat such issues before
they compromise the look of a lawn.

“The love of gardening is a seed once sown that never dies.”

— Gertrude Jekyll

STAND OUT WITH A
HUSQVARNA RIDING MOWER

Husqvarna riding lawn mowers are built for performance
and durability. Thanks to a wide range of attachments
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+ Fast Hydrostatic Transmission

MSRP - $3,599.95
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TS 354D
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Six options for funding your next home improvement project

Before starting a home improvement
project, either on one’s own or with the
assistance of a professional contractor,
homeowners must first consider the costs
involved. According to the home improve-
ment resource HomeAdvisor, more than
one-third ofhomeowners do not understand
what hiring a professional will cost, and
then cannot successfully budget and secure
financing once they have set their sights on
a renovation project.

HomeAdvisor says that some of the
more popular projects, such as remodeling
a kitchen or bathroom or building a deck,
can cost, on average, $19,920, $9,274 and
$6,919, respectively.

Homeowners may find that the more ex-
pensive renovations require them to secure
some type of financing. Those who have
never before sought such financing may
want to consider these options.

1. Cash-out refinancing: With cash-out
refinancing, aperson will begin the mortgage
process anew with the intention of pay-
ing off the current mortgage balance, and
then taking out additional funds for other
purposes. Cash-out refinancing is a way to
tap into a home’s existing equity for use on
improvements or other expenses, such as

college tuition.

2. Home equity line of credit: The fi-
nancial experts at Bankrate indicate that a
HELOC works like a credit card, with the
house as collateral. There is a credit limit,
and borrowers can spend up to that limit.
The interest rate may or may not be fixed.
However, the interest may be tax-deductible
if the financing is used to improve, buy or
build a home.

3. Home equity loan: Individuals also
can borrow against equity in their homes
with a fixed interest rate through a home
equity loan. Most lenders will calculate 80
percent of the home value and subtract a
homeowner’s mortgage balance to figure out
howmuch canbe borrowed, according to the
financial advisory site The Simple Dollar.

4. Personal loan: Homeowners can shop
around at various financial institutions for
competitive personal loans to be used for
home improvement purposes. Funds may
be approved within one business day, which
can be ideal for those who want to begin
their improvements soon.

5. Personal line of credit: A personal line
of credit allows borrowers to borrow only
the money needed at the time, and offers a
variable interest rate that is generally lower

Never Clean Your Gutters Again!

ELIMINATE
CLOGGED
GUTTERS

¢ Clogged Gutters lead to damage
to your home

e Durable Construction: Made from
Heavy Duty 0.27 aluminum

e Allows leaves & debris to slide off

and not pile up on roof

Seamless Guttering

5” Residential and 6” Commercial

Contiractior’s Choice

Fuyy
I ”Sllrévd

Z ING.

CONTACT PAUL WILKEN
Office: (573) 437-7171 Cell: (314) 608-9855

than fixed loanrates. Again, likeacreditcard,
PLOC givesaperson amaximumborrowing
amount and is ideal for ongoing purchases.

6. Credit cards: In a pinch, credit cards
can be used to finance improvements, but
they do come with the cost of very high
interest rates if the balance is not paid in full
by the time the bill comes due. However,
for funding smaller projects and maximizing

rewards points through home improvement
retailers or specific credit card company
promotions, credit cards can be a way to
earn various perks in addition to the benefit
of improving a home.

Homeowners looking to finance theirnext
improvements should speak to a financial
advisor and shop around for the best types
of funding for them.

When you're ready to take on

Home Improvements,

____EQUALHOUSING
NDER

Vicki Nelson
NMLS# 628317

Brian|Hoskins
NMLS# 628313888

MEMBER FDIC




Home & Garden

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17,2019 B PAGE 17B

= Advocate

Save>20onBusiness Cards &

Statements Combination

ArrLl

of Dishwas o
Increased Efft
o Licensed and Insured
email: markstewa

AppLIANCE CLEANING SERVICE, LLC

Increased Efficiency and Peace-Of-Mind!

Mark Stewart, Owner
Call: 573.437.6020 or 314.550.2219

4 A
Date: Job Number.
Name:

Address:

Phone:

av

ANCE CLEANING SEW‘CEIL

Mark Stewart
wner jon of
providing Cleaning & ‘“Spemmshew and Dryers

hers, Refrigerators,

iciency and peace-Of-Mind!

]

1339@yaho0 Om

0
6020 O

\
|
T
I
Most Major Brands ‘
|
|
|
|
|

d
2249 Nowack Rod
Rosebud, MO 63091

90&%310@149 £ee [up

2249 Nowack Road » Rosebud, MO 63091
573-764-3068 « 573-259-6989

4 2\
Date: Job Number
Name:

Address:

Phone:

Flooring

Bedding

Furniture

64-3068
home (573)7
cell  (573) 259-6982

—

D C °
Garppet & Fuveclere e
We have everything to meet all your furniture and flooring needs

3637 HIGHWAY 19 S. OWENSVILLE, MO 65066

573-437-3805

~ N
Date:
Name:
Address:

Phone:

m DESCRIPTION PRICE m

3637 HIGHWAY 195
OWENSVILL!
573.437.3805

ow“ed and Operated Sincq 195,
(3

@“\.\“ Broyhil
Serta
= —/ F\ex.s\eel
ture
ﬂappﬂt and Furni 7 LC

t@fidnet.com
Kay o LE LOWDER

STANLEY AND MICHEL

E, M0 65066

‘ Received TAX
| By
Received \_ TOTAL )
Received eceive TOTAL
TOTAL By All claims and returned goods MUST C
By ) N\ J be accompanied by this bill. Fhantk (//01//
All claims and returned goods MUST Ve All claims and returned goods MUST ;ﬂ (/
be accompanied bygihxs bill. Fhank (//()11/ be accompanied by this bill. Fhant (/ ou
STATEMENT '
- Order 1,000 Business Cards and

IN ACCOUNT WITH lem

| ]

MACIEJEWSKI Plumbing & Heating, Inc. | ” i E“I

& Plumbing
P.O.BOX 559, 610 E. HWY. 28 - OWENSVILLE, MO 65066 - PHONE: 573-437-3214 - FAX: 573-437-7214

@ Heating 3 Air Conditioning

11/2% INTEREST AFTER 30 DAYS UNLESS PRIOR ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE. 18% PER YEAR

\'””‘
o)

|

*To

500 2 part NCR statements and
save $20.00 off your purchase

qualify for this discount order must be for

1,000 full color business cards and 500 2 Part
NCR Statements at the same time. Call for details.
Cannot be combined with any other offers.

sales and Service K‘

MACIEJEWS

Plumbing

P0.BOX 55
OWENSVILL

9,610 E. HWY. 28 FAX:
£, MO 65066

e

& Heatin INC.

573-437-3214

e 7 szaar 74

pnaitic

PAYMENT DUE UPON RECEIPT

= Advocate

Owensville « 573 437 2323
Belle « 573-859-3323
Vienna « 573-422-6223

email: dwarden@wardpub.com




Home & Garden

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17,2019 B PAGE 18B

=z Advocate

Preparing garden beds for spring and beyond

Gardening enthusiasts may have been thinking about
their landscape plans throughout the winter, eager to once
again get their hands dirty with soil. Whether a home gar-
dener is making preparations for edible crops or beautiful
flowers, he or she must take time to make the soil amenable
to planting. To establish hearty, durable plants, gardeners
can focus on three main areas: addressing soil composition,
cultivating and adding nutrients.

Soil composition

Many gardeners prefer growing a variety of plants in
their gardens. Such an approach requires taking inventory
of'the type of soil in one’s garden and making the necessary
modifications so that the types of vegetables, herbs, shrubs,
or flowers that will be planted can grow in strongly. In fact,
according to the plant company Proven Winners, the most
importantstep to developing good roots is preparing the soil.

Take a sample of the soil and examine it to see what is
present. If the soil is too full of clay, too sandy, too dense,
or too loose, that can lead to problems where plants cannot
grow in strong. Work with a garden center to add the right
soil amendments to make a rich soil. This may include
organic compost or manure, which will also add nutrients
to the soil.

Cultivation

Cultivating the soil can involve different steps. Removal
of weeds, errant rocks, roots, and other items will help
prepare the soil. Mother Earth News suggests working on
garden soil when the soil is damp but never wet; otherwise,
garden soil can become messy and clumpy. Use a digging

Emerging
deck trends

Custom-built decks can expand usable
outdoor entertaining spaces. Decks can sur-
round pools and create outdoor patio areas
that make it easy to establish multitiered
living spaces, improving the functionality
of outdoor areas.

Certain deck trends have emerged as
industry experts’top picks for the upcoming
remodeling and renovationseason. Forthose
thinking of revamping an existing deck, or
building an entirely new one, these trends
are on point.

« Established perimeters: “Picture fram-
ing” is not a new trend, but one that has
taken greater hold in recent years. The term
refersto aesthetically appealing designs that
conceal the ends of deck boards for a clean
finish. Some designs feature contrasting
material colors on the ends for even more
impact. This helps create refined perimeters
for a polished look.

* Roof-top decking: Urban areas also can
benefit from decking to create usable outdoor
spaces. Infact, many new condominiumand
townhouse communities are incorporating
roof-top decksinto their designs, particularly
in communities with water views or other
impressive vistas. HGTV experts suggest
roof-top decks feature light-colored materi-

See Deck trends, Page 198

fork or shovel to lightly turn the soil when it’s mostly dry.
Gentle tillings also can open up the soil to incorporate the
nutritional amendments and relieve compaction that likely
occurred from freezing temps and snow pressure. Tilling
also helps with drainage and oxygen delivery to roots.
The DIY Network suggests turning over soil at a depth of
12 inches to work the soil — about the length of a shovel
spade. However, the resource Earth Easy says that existing
garden beds have a complex soil ecosystem and simply top-
dressing with compost or manure can be enough preparation
for planting. Gardeners can experiment with the methods
that work best for their gardens.
Nutrition

Testing the pH and the levels of certain nutrients in the
soil, namely nitrogen, phosphorous and potassium, will
give gardeners an idea of other soil additions that may be
needed. Soils with a pH below 6.2 often can benefit from
the addition of lime several weeks before planting. Soil tests
will determine just how much fertilizer to add to the soil.
Complete fertilizers will have equal amounts of nitrogen,
phosphorous and potassium. Individual fertilizers canamend
the soil with only these nutritional elements that are needed.

Top-dressing empty beds withalayer of mulch or compost
can prevent weed growth and preserve moisture until it is
time to plant. If existing shrubs or plants are in garden beds,
use more care so as not to disturb roots or dig too deeply.

Preparing garden beds takes some effort initially, but can
be well worth the work when plants flourish throughout
the growing season.

business in Mid-Missouri

X Complete Water Systems

BEGIN PREPARING garden bed soil early for new plants.

Specialists in Geothsemal and Wates Wells
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Deck trendse® frompage 18B

als and fixtures to help keep the area cool even in direct sunlight.

* Distressed hardwood: Builder and Developer, amanagement resource for professional
homebuilders, says that the trend for using distressed hardwoods at home has migrated
outside. Some decking manufacturers have recently introduced low-maintenance com-
posite deck boards that mimic the look and feel of distressed, rustic hardwood flooring.
This weathered appearance gives the look of age without the upkeep of real aged wood.

* Wooden walk- ways: Decking
can be the more traditional design
people envision with a patio table
or outdoor furni- ture. Butitalsocan
consist of wooden walkways or a
low-laying patio to accentuate the

yard.

* Mixed materi- als: Homeowners
may be inspired by commercial eater-
ies, breweries and urban markets in
their exterior design choices. Decks

ite materials and
blend sophistica-
and comfort.

featuring compos-
aluminum railings
tion, urban appeal

* Personal touch- es: Homeowners
can customize their decks with per-
sonal touches. It’s not unheard of to wrap columns in stone or glass tiles for more impact.
And a vast array of decking colors now enables fun interpretations for outdoor areas.

« Fire pit conversation area: Many decks can incorporate water or fire elements for
visual appeal. Gas-fueled fire elements can expand the functionality of decks beyond the
warm seasons, or make enjoying them practical on nights when the temperature plummets.

Decks are reimagined in many different ways with continually evolving trends.
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The basics of mulching

Mulch is available in various forms. Like other
land and garden products, mulch can go a long way
toward helping plants thrive.

Mulch comprises just about any material that is
spread over the surface of soil. Its purpose is primar-
ily to help soil retain moisture. In addition, mulch
can staunch weed growth, keep soil cool, improve
the aesthetics of garden beds, and even improve
soil nutrient composition. When the right mulch is
chosen, it can reduce the amount of time homeown-
ers spend watering and weeding their gardens and
insulate plants from dramatic changes in weather.

Gardeners may not realize that mulch also can
prevent garden soil from becoming overly compacted,
according to HGTV. This can mean beneficial earth-
worms can move easily through the soil, creating
channels for water and depositing their nutrient-rich
waste products.

Gardeners can choose organic or inorganic mulch.
Organic mulches are derived from natural materials
that will decompose over time, lending organic mat-
ter as well as various nutrients to the soil. Organic
mulches also may contain beneficial microorgan-
isms that can fight against plant diseases. Inorganic
mulches may be made of stones, landscape fabrics
and plastic. Both types will need to be amended
or replaced as they degrade. Those who want the
most environmentally-friendly mulching materials
can choose all-natural mulches instead of synthetic
alternatives.

To work effectively, mulch should be applied

in a two- to three-inch layer of material, state the
experts at Old World Garden Farms. This is the
ideal amount to retain soil moisture and suppress
weed growth without choking plants. Also, mulch
that is too thick may make it impossible for water
to penetrate, or it may prevent the soil from airing
out, causing continuously wet conditions that lead
to root and stem rot.

The University of Connecticut Home & Garden
Education Center says mulch should not be placed
directly against plant crowns or tree bases, as this
can promote the development of disease. It may
also serve as a habitat for bark- and stem-eating
rodents. The center also suggests watering newly
installed bark orwood mulches to prevent fungi from
colonizing in dry mulch and causing problems like
a water-repellent surface on the mulch.

Home landscapers considering mulch types may
find that compost, manure and grass clippings (from
nonpesticide-treated lawns) can be inexpensive and
versatile in garden beds. The home advice site The
Spruce notes that newspaper may also be effective.
Many newspapers have switched over to organic
dyes, especially for their black and white sections.
Newspapers are an inexpensive way to suppress
weeds and act like organic mulch in beds. They can
be covered with other organic mulch, like shredded
bark, for more visual appeal.

Mulch can be a versatile asset when doing gar-
dening projects around home landscapes. And the
benefits are more than just aesthetic.

Simple ways to prevent dog-related lawn damage

Dogs love spending time outdoors. Dog
owners with yards know that dogs benefit
greatly from some exercise in the backyard.
While that time might be great for dogs, it
can take its toll on lawns.

Dog urine and feces can adversely affect
the look and health of a lush green lawn.
Nitrogen is essential to healthy soil, but
only at certain levels. When those levels are
exceeded, the result can be lawn damage.
According to The Spruce Pets, an advisory
site that offers practical tips and training
advices to pet owners, this is what happens
when pets frequently urinate on grass. Urine
is naturally high in nitrogen, so when pets
urinate on lawns, the grass might turn yellow
or brown due to the excess nitrogen content.
Nitrogen also is present in lawn fertilizers,
further exacerbating the problem for pet
owners who fertilize their lawns.

In addition to urine damage, dogs can
trample frosted grass, contributing to prob-
lems that may not become evident until

spring, and getinto areas like gardens where
they wreak additional havoc.

Pet owners who want to let their dogs
run free in the yard but don’t want damaged
grass may be tempted to put their pooches

in diapers or confine them to crates when
letting them outside. But such an approach
isn’t necessary. In fact, some simple strate-
gies can be highly effective at preventing
dog-related lawn damage.

* Speak with a landscaper about planting
new grass. Certain types of grass, such as
Bermuda grass, can withstand dog damage
better than others. Local climate will dictate
which types of grass are likely to thrive in

a given area, so speak with a professional
landscaper about the viability of planting
new grass.

« Install fencing. Pet owners with expan-
sive yards can install fencing that allows
dogs to spend time exercising outdoors
without granting them access to the entire
property. Large dogs will need more room
than small ones, but try to build fenced-in
areas that allow dogs to run freely and get
the exercise they need to stay healthy.

* Work with a dog trainer. Dog trainers
mightbe able to work with dogs so they only
urinate in certain areas of the yard, greatly
reducing the damage they can cause to a
lawn. Trainers also might help curb digging
and clawing behaviors that can damage
lawns as well as gardens.

* Consider hardscaping. Hardscaping
might be most effective for pet owners
with small properties. Hardscaping does
not include grass and can add visual ap-
peal to a property while saving pet owners
the headaches of dealing with dog-related
lawn damage.

Dogsneed time outdoors, and homeown-
ers can take various steps to protect their
lawns from dog-related damage.
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IF NOT properly addressed, ground water can affect an existing foundation and the
ability to build successfully.

What is the water table, and
how does it affect homes?

The groundwater table plays a role in home construction, foundation stability and
home comfort. Because the groundwater table is so significant, it behooves homeowners
to understand how it works.

National Geographic defines a water table as the boundary between water-saturated
ground and unsaturated ground. Well beneath the ground, at various depths depending on
geography, topography and weather conditions, pockets of water, called aquifers, exist.
The water table marks the boundary between that available water and the dry surface.

Ground water is impacted by precipitation, irrigation and ground cover. It also may be
affected by land use and tides. The water table can fluctuate with the seasons and from
year to year because it is affected by climatic variations, as well as how much water may
be drawn from underground, advises Encyclopedia Britannica. The water table where
one person lives may be several inches or feet below the surface of the ground and fol-
low the topography of the land. For others, it may be much higher, even coming above
the surface of the soil.

The water table as well as local soil conditions and drainage can impact homes and
their foundations. If soil drains efficiently and there is a relatively low water table, it may
not be problematic. However, if soil is dense and absorbent and the water table is high,
the ground around a home may swell and become saturated. This can exert significant
pressure against the foundation walls, states Rytech, a water damage and mold rehabilita-
tion company.

In areas where a local water table rises near the surface, water can push against the
underside of the foundation in a condition known as “hydrostatic pressure.” This may cause
water to infiltrate through the bottom of the foundation — even permeating solid concrete
over time. If hydrostatic pressure is severe, it could lift certain portions of the foundation
out of the ground, but this is very unlikely. But it could cause shifting of foundation walls
and structures like fencing and decks.

Even if ground water does not cause foundation cracking or shifting, it could lead to
humidity issues, resulting in rust, bacteria and mold. Wood structures in a home may be
compromised by a high level of humidity.

The home improvement resource Angie’s List says certain steps may need to be taken
to protect against damage from a water table and abundant ground water. Basement and
foundation waterproofing professionals can help homeowners develop a plan to miti-
gate water damage. This can include grading changes and the installation of drains and
pumps to move water away from the house. Special paints and sealants also can protect
the foundation.

Ground water can be a hindrance when it affects the home, but homeowners who learn
about it can be in a position to confront any ground water issues.
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Defining hardscape and how to use it

Curb appeal is beneficial in various
ways. Curb appeal can make a home more
attractive to prospective buyers and give
existing homeowners a place they want to
come home to. In its study of the worth of
outdoor remodeling projects, the National
Association of Realtors found standard lawn
care and overall landscape upgrades were
mostappealing to buyers, as well asthe most
likely to add value to a home.

Although plants, grass and otheritems can
improve curb appeal, homeowners should
not overlook hardscaping.

Hardscapingis anindustry termthatrefers
to the non-living features of a landscape.
These features can include everything from
decks to walkways to ornamental boulders.
Introducing paths or paver walls to a prop-
erty helps develop that home’s hardscape.
Hardscape and soft elements often work in
concertto create inspiring landscape designs.

DIY landscape designers can heed certain
tips to make the most of hardscape features
on their properties.

Choose materials

As with many landscaping projects,
homeowners mustfirstdetermine whattypes
ofadditions they would like on their proper-
ties. Common hardscape features include

patios, decks, walkways of pavers or bricks,
andretaining walls. Hardscape elements can
be functional or simply decorative features
that add whimsy to the yard.

Choose a theme

The right style allows hardscaping and
softscaping materials to work together. For
example, homeowners may want to give
their yards an eastern feel, complete with
a koi pond and decorative bridge or trellis.
A formal English garden, however, may
include manicured paths with stepping
stones and ornate topiaries. Mixing too
many styles together can take away from
the overall appeal.

The pros suggest looking at the overall
plan of the design, even if all of the work
can’t be completed at once. This way the
eventual finished project wil be cohesive.

Think about the purpose

Hardscaping canlook good butalsoserve
key purposes. Pebbles or gravel can mitigate
trouble areas that don’t grow grass or plant
life well. Retaining walls hold back soil in
yards with sharply inclined hills. Mulch can
set perimeters around trees and shrubs, as
well as planting beds. Fencing, another form
of hardscaping, is essential for establishing
property boundaries and adding privacy.
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paths, walls and fences.

Consult a professional
While many hardscaping additions can
be handled by novices, large-scale projects,
such as patios and decking, can change the
grading of the yard. Professionals can map
out how to handle drainage issues and meet
building codes. In addition, professional

installation can ensure hardscaping features
last for years to come.

Hardscaping should blend with the nature
around itand take its cues from the surround-
ing environment. This can help softscaping
and hardscaping work as one.
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Three ways to use your lawn to improve curb appeal

Returns on home improvement
projects vary. In its annual Cost
vs. Value Report, Remodeling
magazine notes the projects that
yield the bestreturns oninvestment
in a given year. But a host of fac-
tors, including the type of market
(buyers’ or sellers”) and the region
where the home is being sold, ul-
timately combine to determine if
homeowners’investments inhome
improvement projects will provide
the returns they were hoping for.

Though there’s no way of
guaranteeing ahome improvement
projectwill yield a greatreturn, real
estate professionals often cite im-
proving curb appeal as an excellent
way to attract prospective buyers
and potentially getthe asking price
or more when selling the home.
Improving curb appeal makes even
more sense in today’s real estate
market, when many people do
their own searching via real estate
websites such as Trulia or Zillow.
When using suchssites, buyers will
likely be less inclined to click on
a listing if exterior photos of the
property are not eye-catching.

Various projects, including
tending to lawns and gardens, can
improve curb appeal. An added
benefit to focusing on landscap-
ing to improve curb appeal is it
promotes spending time outdoors
in spring and summer. In addition,
many lawn- and garden-related
home improvement projects need

not require professional expertise.

1. Maintain a lush green lawn.
Lawns that fall into disrepair
may not give buyers a correct im-
pression about how homeowners
maintained their homes. Lawns
with multiple dead spots and grass
thatappears more brown than green
may lead many buyers to assume
thatthe home’sinterior was equally
ill-cared for. Maintaining lush
green lawns is not as difficult as it
may seem. Applying fertilizer and
aerating at the appropriate times
of year (this varies by region) can
promote strong roots and healthy
soil, making it easier for grass
to survive harsh conditions like
drought. When watering in sum-
mer, do so in early morning or
evening so as little water is lost to
evaporation as possible.

2. Address brown patch.

Even well-maintained lawns
can fall victims to brown spots.
According to the lawn care pro-
fessionals at TruGreen, lawns in
regions with hot temperatures
and high humidity can be infected
with brown patch, acommon lawn
disease that is caused by fungus,
which can produce circular areas
of brown, dead grass surrounded
by narrow, dark rings. Penn State’s
College of Agricultural Sciences
notes that removing dew that col-
lects on grass leaves each morn-
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ing, which can be accomplished
by mowing or dragging a water
hose across affected areas, can be
an effective way to reduce brown
patch. Homeowners without much
lawn care experience can consult
professional landscapers to address
the issue. But those looking to sell
their properties should note that
buyers often walk the grounds of
homestheyare considering buying.

So addressing any issues on the
lawn should beapriority forsellers.

3. Confine dogs to certain

areas.

Dog owners may want to let
their pets roam free in their yards.
Buthomeowners about to put their
properties up for sale may want to
confine their four-legged friends
to certain areas. That’s because

dog urine can be high in nitrogen.
Nitrogen itself is not harmful to
lawns, butin high concentrations it
can contribute to yellow or brown
spots. Also, highly acidic dogurine
may even adversely affect pH
levels in the soil.

Curb appeal can go a long way
toward helping homeowners sell
their homes.

Prevent mosquitoes from spoiling your summer fun

Summer is a beloved time of year that’s often dominated
by time spent outdoors soaking up summer sun. But all
that extra time outdoors can make people vulnerable to
mosquitoes. According to the National Institute for Occu-
pational Safety and Health, mosquitoes are more than just
hungry, unwanted backyard guests. In fact, mosquito-borne
diseases, pose significant threats. While not all mosquitoes
carry disease, even those that don’t can still bite humans,
leaving them to deal with discomfort and itchiness. Taking
measures to control mosquitoes outside your home can
reduce your risk of being bitten by mosquitoes.

* Remove places where mosquitoes like to lay their eggs.
Mosquitoes like to lay their eggs in standing water. Once
a week during summer and other times of the year when
mosquitoes might be buzzing around, walk around your
property to remove standing water. Bird baths, flower pots,
kids’ toys, pools, old tires, and trash containers are some
of the more common places where water can collect and
present perfect places formosquitoes to lay eggs. Turn these
over to empty any standing water you find. Remove empty

flower pots and old tires from the property, and make sure
water storage containers are tightly covered at all times.

* Address areas where mosquitoes like torest. The Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention notes that mosquitoes
like to rest in dark, humid areas. This includes car ports,
garages and beneath patio furniture. Outdoor insecticides
can prevent mosquitoes from resting in such areas. When
inside a home, mosquitoes may be resting under a sink, in
closets, beneath the furniture or in a laundry room. Indoor
insect sprays and indoor insect foggers work quickly and
can be highly effective, but reapplication might be neces-
sary, as they won’t prevent more mosquitoes from entering
the home at a later time.

* Check your window screens. Mosquitoes might prefer
the outside, but that doesn’t mean they won’t enter a home
looking for meals if given the opportunity. Inspect window
screens to look for holes that may provide mosquitoes with
access to your home’s interior, replacing any damaged
screens immediately. When leaving or entering a home,
make aconcerted effortto close doors as quickly as possible.
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